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Designing 
logistics 

& industrial 
solutions

Customer 
satisfaction

Key regional 
economic playere

Energy
transition

The Port of Marseille Fos has establi-
shed itself as a designer of appropriate 
and competitive logistics and industrial 
solutions.

The Port of Marseille Fos is keen to 
meet its customers’ needs, whether 
cargo or passenger-related.

The Port of Marseille Fos plays a key 
role in the metropolitan area, promo-
ting a dynamic economy in both the 
city and the surrounding region.

The Port of Marseille Fos supports 
diversification and energy transition 
by means of solidarity measures that 
promote employment in the region.

The largest port in France, Marseille Fos is a global port 

with infrastructure able to process all types of traffic 

(crude oil and oil products, liquid bulk, general cargo, 

dry bulk and passengers). The Port of Marseille Fos is 

also a major ship repair centre. Its strategic position, 

ideal for North/South and East/West trade, and its inter-

modal facilities (road, rail, river and pipelines) make it 

the southern gateway to Europe.

The Port of Marseille Fos has two complementary har-

bours. The Eastern harbours (400 hectares) in Marseille 

act as a local Mediterranean port for general cargo and 

passengers. The Western harbours (10,000 hectares) 

on the industrial port area in Fos-sur-Mer, are accessible 

to larger vessels and dedicated to large-scale inter-

continental traffic, in addition benefiting from the industry 

and logistics of a dynamic global port.
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An efficient 
PORT

The attractiveness of the Port of Marseille Fos lies in its 

diversity and adaptability, through which it is able to 

accommodate every type of traffic on its Eastern and 

Western harbours. Both harbours have facilities dedicated to a 

specific type of traffic with regular international shipping lines. 

Proper hubs have been created thereby strengthening the position 

of the Port of Marseille Fos as a highly efficient Mediterranean 

distribution and consolidation platform.

Industry
The Port of Marseille Fos is a generalist 
port. It boasts a highly skilled workforce 
and dedicated infrastructure including 
facilities for handling heavy loads.

Dry bulk (bauxite, coal, cement, alumina, 
steel products, bulk agricultural produce) 
is one of the key activities in the Port of 
Marseille Fos, demonstrated in particular 
by the presence of ArcelorMittal, the world’s 
leading steel and mining company.

Liquid bulk (Crude oil and oil products, 
LNG, refined chemicals) is also a core 
activity within the Port and is operated 
by its subsidiary Fluxel. The Port offers 
storage and logistics options for all li-
quid or gaseous cargoes, from petroche-
micals to vegetable and edible oils. The 
Western docks are directly connected to 
the European pipeline network.

Ship repair completes the range of ser-
vices and covers both passenger and cargo 
activities. Ship repair includes not only 
yachts and pleasure boats, but also bulk 
carriers, chemical tankers, container 
ships and cruise ships.

Dock 10 is the largest dry dock in the 
Mediterranean. The group composed of 
Mariotti (world’s n°4 ship building com-
pany), San Giorgio del Porto (Mediter-
ranean’s n°1 ship repair company) and its 
Marseille subsidiary Chantier Naval de 
Marseille, in trade agreement with STX 
France, will operate this exceptional Wes-
tern Mediterranean ship repair facility. 
It offers shipping companies a complete 
port service combining maintenance and 
commercial shipping operations.

Multi-activities 

Ore terminal - Western harbours

Oil terminal - Western harbours

Dock 10 - Eastern harbours
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Since capacity recently tripled, activity in 
the Fos-sur-Mer container terminals has 
increased. The terminals are now able to 
process up to 2 million TEUs (twenty-
foot equivalent unit - the unit used for 
measuring containers) annually. The ma-
rine and land infrastructure meets the 
global demand to accommodate the latest 
generation container ships. Connections 
to the hinterland are assured by a multi-
modal network (road, rail, river), which 
distributes freight throughout Europe. 
With a view to the future development of 
container traffic, additional capacity ex-
pansion projects are under consideration, 
including the 4XL Fos terminal.

Another major project relates to the river  
link that will eventually connect the 
Darse 2 to the Rhône canal at Fos-sur-
Mer as part of the Port’s plans to develop 
industrial and logistical activities there.

Alongside the container activity a num-
ber of logistics platforms and storage fa-
cilities directly connected to the railway 
network are springing up around the 
industrial port area in Fos-sur-Mer. In 
addition to special storage facilities for 
dangerous goods, there are also standard 
and refrigerated storage facilities.

The Fos Distriport zone, specializing in 
ocean consolidation, offers logistics ware
housing for shippers and international 
logistics operators seeking to be as near as 
possible to the container terminals.

The Feuillane park is a platform dedi-
cated to macro projects, with in particu-
lar facilities for Ikea, Maisons du Monde 
and its logistics operator Distrimag. The 
platform will host the proposed conver-
sion of a 40 ha chemical site to 185,000 
m² of warehousing led by the IDEC/
LIFE Group.

Peripheral areas of Saint-Martin-de-Crau, 
Clésud and Salon-de-Provence have den-
sified their activities by developing lo-
gistics warehousing capacity around the 
Port of Marseille Fos. The large number 
of logistics operators established within 
the port area offer many value-added ser-
vices such as quality control, repackaging, 
and stock management.

This logistics area has a total of nearly 
3 million m² of dedicated warehousing.

Containers & logistics Cruises & passengers
Marseille Fos is the leading cruise port 
in France. Its activity has grown consi-
derably and operates from two sites. On 
the J4 esplanade, near the city centre, 
the Joliette terminal focuses on high-
end cruises on the Leon Gourret pier. 
The Marseille Provence Cruise Terminal, 
operated by the private consortium MSC 
Cruises and Costa Cruises can accommodate 
the largest cruise ships afloat. The Port of 
Marseille Fos is able to host and service 
seven cruise ships simultaneously.

The passenger activity in the Marseille 
harbours includes regular services to Cor-
sica, Sardinia and North Africa (Tunisia 
and Algeria).

A number of promising economic deve-
lopment projects are underway, for example 
the enlargement of the North pass will 
make it easier to manœuvre the largest 
ships entering the port.

Directly linked to road, rail and river networks, the Port 
of Marseille Fos is the southern gateway to the European 
markets. The only port in the Mediterranean to benefit 
from three transport options, it offers a complete and fully 
adapted multimodal network. Considered a strategic hub 
by the European Commission, the Port of Marseille Fos is 
part of the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T).

The Port provides direct land access to maritime terminals, and in 
particular to the container terminals. In addition there is a direct inland 
waterway connection between the Fos terminals and the MedLink Ports on the Rhône/
Saône network. These 9 inland multimodal platforms accommodate barges importing/
exporting goods and serve the Rhône-Alpes and Burgundy hinterland via 600 km of 
wide inland waterways. Destinations in the French hinterland or further afield are fur-
ther served by an efficient rail network.

With its partners, the State, local and regional authorities, and infrastructure managers, 
the Port of Marseille Fos leads projects that will improve transport service accessibility 
and increase network capacity. It efficiently supports the development of maritime traf-
fic with in particular the Mourepiane combined transport terminal company (MTTC) 
project. This project consists of switching part of the Ro-Ro, trailer and container traffic 
to rail, thus opening up the opportunity for increased traffic. 

The Port of Marseille Fos is connected to an 800 km pipeline network, the largest in the 
Mediterranean and the most reliable means of transporting crude oil and oil products 
in France.

Multimodal 

Ro-Ro
The Port of Marseille Fos is the Mediter-
ranean hub for the large number of Ro-
Ro operators and international customers, 
such as Renault, Dacia, Fiat, Lancia, Alfa 
Romeo and PSA Peugeot Citroën, present 
on the harbours. In addition, the Marseille 
harbours also provide Ro-Pax services 
(Ro-Ro and passengers on the same vessel), 
handling cargo and passengers travelling 
to Corsica and North Africa.

  
Medlink Ports, Ports 

is a network made up of two 
seaports, Marseille Fos and 

Sète, and 9 multimodal platforms 
in Arles, Avignon-le-Pontet, 

Valence, Vienne Sud-Salaise, 
Lyon, Villefranche-sur-Saône, 
Mâcon, Chalon-sur-Saône, 

and Pagny. 

Distriport - Western harbours

Ro-Ro terminal - Western harbours

Marseille Provence Cruise Terminal (MPCT) - Eastern harbours
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The future of the Fos-sur-Mer (ZIF) industrial port area is now 
defined by the ability of the stakeholders to work together and 
encourage cooperation between the different sectors. Creating 
synergies between industrial and local stakeholders, exchanging 
materials or energy, pooling supplies and waste management, 
and developing the skills in the workforce underpin the future 
development of the Port of Marseille Fos. Its inter-sectoral colla-
boration mechanism is now a key part of its appeal.

Caban Tonkin Industrial 
& Innovation Platform
The Port of Marseille Fos is aiming to meet the challenge of in-
dustrial change and developing new economic sectors. The Port 
and its partners (Ouest Provence, industry, government) therefore 
support the Caban Tonkin Industrial and Innovation Platform 
(PIICTO) project, which plans to consolidate the existing industrial 
ecosystem and increase the region’s attractiveness. This platform, 
managed by the Port of Marseille Fos in its role as developer, has 
set itself three ambitious goals:
• �Develop exchanges between actors and pool services in order to 

achieve a complete industrial ecosystem. The first step in achie-
ving this ambition is the creation of a steam supply network for 
consumers in the area. This network will create synergies between 
producers and steam energy consumers and will be planned with 
a view to accommodating more partners in the future.

• �Attract new players and international investors: currently 43% 
of the 1,200 hectares is occupied. Over 600 hectares are there-
fore still available and will be dedicated to new industries that 
will benefit from «plug & play».

 • �Promote innovation: PIICTO hosts a large area of 12 hectares. 
Called INNOVEX, it is designed to accommodate an incubator 
for preindustrial demonstrators. Projects such as bioremediation 
(algae production), industrial initiatives and innovations in H2 
and CO2 industries (electrolysis, intermittent energy storage, 
CO2 capture, tracking and storage, methanation and the pro-
duction of synthetic fuels, etc.) and biomass biorefining (plant 
waste and vegetable oils) are planned under the programme.

Offshore wind turbines
The ZIF intervention zone is strategic for the offshore wind tur-
bine industry as a whole. A gateway to the world from the Me-
diterranean, it offers incentives to set up and operate there with 
a view to ensuring the global deployment of the industry. On a 
site of about 100 hectares at the city/port interface in Port-Saint-
Louis-du-Rhône, a high added value integrated industrial hub is 
planned that will be dedicated to marine energy. These multiple 
and adaptable solutions enhance the area’s the attractiveness to 
the global players in the sector.

Industrial synergies Port tools & services

IT tools
Port professionals have powerful tools 
available to them such as the Cargo 
Community System AP+. It was created 
to respond to the requirements for the 
smooth flow of cargo, security and tra-
ceability expressed by professionals and 
administrations alike (Customs, Port of 
Marseille Fos, veterinary and phytosani-
tary services). With a view to facilitating 
access for its customers to the Port, this 
information system is also available to 
hinterland-based freight forwarders.

With the aiming of satisfying users, the tools 
have also evolved. The Neptune software 
has replaced Escale. It offers several ranges 
of innovative and efficient applications 
for transferring data between the Port and 
marine professionals, and consequently 
contributes to the competitiveness of the 
Port of Marseille Fos.

Port services
The border inspection posts (BIP) present 
on both harbours are a powerful tool for 
professionals. Managed by the Veterina-
ry and Phytosanitary Inspection Service 
(SIVEP), the BIPs allow goods (peri-
shable and agri-food products) to be ins-
pected and so constitute a one-stop shop 
for the inspection of container cargo.

The Port of Marseille Fos has mobile scan-
ners operated by Customs. Based in Fos-
sur-Mer and Marseilles, they can efficiently 
and quickly inspect goods imported in 
containers without the need for unloading. 
Cargo safety and security systems are there-
fore provided on both harbours.

Safety & Security
Ensuring the safety of goods and people 
is one of the Port of Marseille Fos’ most 
important missions. Since the implemen-
tation of the ISPS code (International 
Ship and Port Facility Security), the Port 
fulfils its risk prevention role through 
measures such as security plans and res-
tricted access areas. It also has technical 
resources such as explosive particle detec-
tors, baggage scanners, an access control 
and movement management system, and 
a video protection system with a network 
of more than 500 cameras. These devices 
meet international standards. The secu-
rity teams offer general surveillance of 
all parts of the public port infrastructure. 
The agents are responsible for prevention, 
deterrence, and response 24/7 throughout 
the harbours, in close collaboration with 
the state services (Customs, Public Secu-
rity, Border Police, Maritime Police).

Caban Nord - Western harbours

Inspection post

Border inspection post

Mobile scanner
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A metropolitan 
PORT 

The Port of Marseille Fos is a major Mediterranean port and 

central to the future Aix Marseille Provence metropolis.

It is epitomized by its two harbours and their complemen-

tary activities. Marseille is a versatile, urban port dedicated to North/

South and intra Mediterranean traffic, welcoming Mediterranean 

passenger and cargo traffic. The Port of Fos is dedicated to large scale 

intercontinental traffic, welcoming the world for energy, bulk, large 

scale container and industrial traffic.

With 43,500 jobs connected to the 
port, the Port of Marseille Fos 
drives the regional economy. 
Nearly 2,900 companies 
work with the Port in 
the Bouches-du-Rhône 
area, mainly in port 
related businesses, land 
logistics and industry. 
A stakeholder and ma-
jor regional developer, 
the Port of Marseille 
Fos organizes its work in 
such a way as to ensure on-

going dialogue and broad consultation with 
other stakeholders in the region. 

The Via Marseille Fos (VMF) 
organization also facilitates 

business development at 
the Port. VMF, which 
has five partners, is 
responsible for promo-
ting the logistics and 
transport services of 
the various stakeholders 

and the area of Marseille 
Fos in general, both in 

France and abroad.

For the last 10 years Marseille’s coastline has been at the centre of 
extensive changes with the delivery of the major cultural facilities 
(MuCEM and Villa Mediterranean) that have been built on the 
Port’s former J4 pier - decommissioned and then sold by the Port 
of Marseille Fos. Accompanying the urban renewal within the 
Euro-Mediterranean project, along the Boulevard du Littoral, 
innovative City-Port projects such as the redevelopment of the 
Arenc Silo into a concert hall and offices, the Terrasses du Port 

shopping centre and the temporary use of the J1 Joliette hangar 
for exhibitions as part of the «Marseille Provence 2013 European 
Capital of Culture» have helped to change the face of the area. 
They embody the potential for the Port and the city to inter-
mingle. By opening up to the city and urban activities without 
diminishing its capabilities on the ground, the Port assumes its 
role of developer. Investment, construction jobs, and jobs in new 
areas of activity all help to strengthen the area’s economy.

In the heart of the region

City-Port project

Via Marseille Fos 
brings together the Marseille 

Fos Port Authority, the 
Marseille Provence Chamber 

of Commerce, the Union 
Maritime et Fluviale, Marseille 

Gyptis International 
and the City of Marseille.

The J4 esplanade
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Over the past few years the Port of Marseille Fos Development Council has taken an 
innovative approach based on continuous dialogue. The purpose of the consultations is 
to inform and present the Port’s current and future projects, which may have an impact 
on everyday life or on the local economic outlook, to people living in the neighbouring 
towns and the surrounding area. Development in the ZIF intervention zone is an issue 
that affects the whole area. The aim of continuous consultation is to build a shared vision 
of the overall development plan for the Port and the port industries and ensure they har-
moniously integrate into the area.

The Port of Marseille Fos has an ambi-
tious training policy. Every year it hosts 
sixty students in its institute. This training 
centre offers two qualifications (2 year post 
baccalaureate or 3 year degree course) 

specializing in international shipping, 
through a partnership with the Conser-
vatoire National des Arts et Métiers 
(CNAM) and the Université de Droit 
d’Aix Marseille.

Vocational courses
The Port’s training institute also offers 
vocational courses to any of the Port’s 
professionals wanting to specialize or ex-
change experiences in a particular area 
of expertise. Courses on topics including 
security/port security, maritime studies 
and work, freight forwarding are orga-
nized every year. The Port’s training 
institute endeavours to respond to the 
training needs in the port marketplace. 
In direct contact with workers on the 
ground, it is also able to build efficient, 
tailor made training actions.

Continuous consultation

Training

A responsible 
PORT

The industrial port area of Fos-sur-Mer is adapting to the 

changes in the energy market and diversifying its energy 

mix. In parallel to this energy transition process, the Port 

of Marseille Fos established the Natural Areas Management Plan 

(NMP) in 2007, which works to ensure the diversity of landscapes, 

natural habitats, and wildlife in a changing, industrialized space that 

is also an ambassador for traditional activities.

In parallel, and to drive the process of opening up the Port to the 
city, the City Port Charter has been implemented in the Eastern 
harbours. Signed in 2013 by the founding members, the Char-
ter is part of a collective and collaborative approach taken by all 
partners in order to begin work on the projects that are essential 
in developing the Port and the area as a whole. The signatories 
defend the same vision of the future of the Port as part of the city, 
the Port opening to the city and the surrounding area supporting 
the development of the Port and its activities.

The founder 
members of the City 

Port Charter are the Marseille 
Fos Port Authority, the State, the 

regional council for Provence- Alpes-
Côte d’Azur, the general council for the 

Bouches-du-Rhône, Etablissement Public 
d’Aménagement Euroméditerranée, 

the city of Marseille, the Communauté 
Urbaine Marseille Provence 

Métropole, the Marseille Provence 
Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry.

Diploma courses

Continuous consultation - Western harbours

Training
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Given the scarcity of fossil fuels, the 
circular economy could well be the de-
velopment model of the future. It is 
inspired by the way natural ecosystems 
function and proves that efficient re-
source use creates economic, social and 
environmental value. The Port of Mar-
seille Fos has joined the Institut de l’Éco-
nomie Circulaire. This commitment re-
flects the fact that ecological transition 
is a defining part of the Port’s strategy 

to take a systemic approach with indus-
trial and regional stakeholders in order 
to sustainably develop economic activity 
and create the conditions for establishing 
new projects such as Innovex. The Port’s 
membership of the institute will lead to 
a better understanding and shared expe-
rience with industry in relation to the 
development of new activities within the 
industrial ecosystem.

Since 2007 the Port of Marseille Fos has been committed to a 
policy of preserving the biodiversity of its spaces by protecting 
and managing nearly 2600 hectares in the agri environmental 
area surrounding the Port. The Camargue Regional Park, and 
the Crau and the Vigueirat nature reserves cover a large section of 
it. Managing and preserving the diversity of landscapes, habitats 
and species are the major objectives set by the Port’s natural areas 
management plan (PGEN). Preserving landscapes and environ-
ments in this natural area to the west of the Port area was the 
subject of an initial five year plan with five objectives: improve 

knowledge of the agri-environmental area, support the develop-
ment of the PGEN in the local context, ensure a conservation sta-
tus that encourages the diversity of natural habitats and wildlife, 
maintain traditional activities that respect the environment and 
ensure water resources and wetlands are optimally coordinated 
and managed.

In 2014, the PGEN embarked on a second five-year plan with the 
general guideline of protecting these natural areas through a sixty 
point action plan and ambitious investment.

The Port of Marseille Fos is committed 
to biodiversity. The GIREL programme 
(infrastructure management for the res-
toration of coastal ecology) reflects this 
ambition. Initiated by the Port with strong 
support from the Rhône-Méditerranée
Corse water agency and Pôle Mer PACA, 
GIREL is a five year programme. It consists 
of developing a method for evaluating 
marine ecosystems and defining an ac-
tion plan for their restoration. It also seeks 
to develop operational mechanisms and 
potential future compensatory measures.

The results of the studies will provide 
information for further reflection on the 
ecological enhancement of port marine 
environments with the objective of redu-
cing the residual impact of its structures 
and activities.

GIREL includes three pilot projects:
• �The Cystore project which is developing 

innovative ecological research through 

experiments transplanting algae, such as 
Cystoseira, carried out with the scienti-
fic support of the Mediterranean Ins-
titute of Oceanology. The objective is 
to create plant and animal habitats and 
food resources that will enable a wide 
range species to develop. 

• �The Biorestore project involves re-esta-
blishing the marine environment with 
individuals captured at the post-larval 
stage (larval stage where fish are already 
able to swim). This pilot project also 
covers the design of temporary habitats 
(microhabitats) and quay finishes.

• �The Ecorecifs project aims to develop 
special reefs adjacent to port structures: 
habitats specific to jetties, quay finishes. 
The prototype devices are intended to 
provide a home for juveniles where they 
will be safe from their predators during 
their daily and seasonal movements.

Circular economy

Management of natural areas

Biodiversity & ecological 
restoration of the coastline

Natural areas management plan (PGEN)
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