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 Background 

 How is the new edition different? 

 Why is it relevant at the conference today? 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mariner's Handbook 



 First published 1962 

 Mostly hydrographic sources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History 



10th edition 

2015 

1st edition 

1962 

New edition approximately every 5 

years 



 9 revisions  

 10th edition published 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mariner's Handbook 



 What is different? 

●Structure 

●Layout – use of tables 

● Images and diagrams 

●Glossary 

●Revised depth diagram 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mariner's Handbook 



 10th edition = Major revision  - 12 month process 

 Content rewritten and sources updated 

 Contributors: 

● IHMA representatives 

● Port of Rotterdam 

● Major shipping companies 

 Use of subject matter experts across UKHO and 

external organisations 

 

 

 

 



Old New 



Old 
 

• Two columns 

• Lots of text 

 

 



New 
 

• Use of tables 

• More graphics 

• Improved glossary 

 

 



 The real question: 

● Is it still useful and relevant to me as a Harbour Master? 

 How is it useful in port operations? 

● Calculation of max allowed draught 

● Contributes to safety and efficiency 

● A common vocabulary is ESSENTIAL 

 

 

 

 

 

The Mariner's Handbook 



 A key visual aid 

 Definitions for essential terms 

 

 

 Working together with IHMA to close the gap 

● Reduce confusion 

 Additional terminology 

● Making it clearer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Depth Diagram and Glossary 





• Ship 

• Port-specific 

terms 

• Datums 

qualified 

• Agreed 

terminology 

 



A Common Language 

 Draught vs Draft 

 Sea floor vs Seabed 

 Chart Datum vs CD 

 Static/Dynamic Draught 

 Charted depth vs Dredged depth 

 Maintained depth vs Charted depth 

 Squat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

work in progress 



 Controlled/contract depth 

 Overdredge 

 Dredging routine 

 Siltation rate 

 Minimum controlled bottom level 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glossary: Example New Terms 



 Explaining admission policy 

 Consistency of language 

● Port  shipping 

● Pilot station  berth 

 Wording and explanations 

 Common language = safe and efficient operations 

 Standard publication 

 

 

 

 

 

Impact on Port operations 



 It is still useful and relevant to me as a Harbour 

Master 

 It is useful in port operations 
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H-Note and MIP 

 



H-Note Mobile App 

 The United Kingdom Hydrographic Office requests mariners report information affecting 

ADMIRALTY Charts and Publications, issues with ENCs and any other any other 

suspected dangers to navigation. 

 The ADMIRALTY H-Note App presents a new way for you send Hydrographic data to the 

UKHO using a mobile device. 

 The application takes advantage of your camera and GPS to help gather information and 

email it to us using your smart phone or Tablet's email software. 

 Available on Android devices (Google Play) and iOS  Apple devices (itunes App Store) 

 

 



Maritime Information Portal 

 Spatial display of H-Notes, Product Limits, SD NMs, RNWs, Piracy Incidents and Ports. 

 Available as a BETA and requesting feedback on desired functionality – send to 

research.development@ukho.gov.uk 

 Available at www.ukho.gov.uk/mip 

 


